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Sermon Notes 
TI. The Nature of Identity (Slides 1-3)
A. Identity Defined
· Definition: The distinguishing character or personality of an individual or group, encompassing beliefs, experiences, and relationships.
· Function: Identity is your Information Filter and Soul's Compass, guiding what you see, hear, and choose.
· Impact: Your choices and actions constantly reinforce your core beliefs and identity.
B. The Three Components of Identity
1. Personal Identity: Your unique self; in Christ, you are redeemed, saved, and forgiven.
2. Social Identity (The Key Focus): The sense of self - derived from group memberships (e.g., husband, wife, student, community member).
3. Combination: The intertwining of the two. True identity is relational and expressed in action.
· Example: Being a "husband" means cherishing your wife and giving her "wind beneath her wings."

II. Identity in God and Community (Slides 4-6)
A. Our Identity from God
· In Creation: We are the only creation made in God's image (Genesis 1:27), giving us unique dignity, value, and a Divine Purpose (stewardship and creativity).
· In Christ: We are a New Creation (2 Cor. 5:17), adopted into His family, and in Union with Christ—our old identity is gone.
B. Identity in the Church
· Unified Purpose: We are a Chosen Race, a Royal Priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), called to declare God's praise.
· Interdependence: We are One Body, Many Members (1 Cor. 12:12). Our unique individual attributes are integrated into the collective body of Christ. We are both individuals and a community.

III. Threats and The Call to Action (Slides 7-11)
A. Threats to Our Godly Identity
1. False Identities: Accepting negative internal states as core self ("I am unlovable," "I am a failure").
2. Individualism: Emphasizing radical self-reliance, which leads to idolatry (making ourselves the "god of our life").
3. Social Media Manipulation: Algorithms create echo chambers that attack identity, amplify negativity, and compromise rational thought. Guard your home.
B. Our Call to Community
· Essential Command: We are commanded to gather and spur one another on toward love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24-25). Community is not optional.
· Body Life: We must have equal concern for all parts of the body (1 Cor. 12:25). We share in successes and trials as family.
C. Application and Peace
· The Peace Correlation: Your experience of peace and contentment is highly correlated with living in the actual identity God has given you (personal + social identity).
· Action Steps (Learning to Live):
1. Take an Identity Inventory: Look for stress/anxiety and identify the identity issue. Repent if you find a "sin of omission" (not doing what you're called to do).
2. Ensure You Are in Community: Get connected to a Life Group, Prayer Group, and/or Bible study.
3. Live Without Offense: Be humble and quick to forgive so conflicts don't block community.
4. Put on the Whole Armor of God (Ephesians 6:10–18) for protection against the enemy's attacks.
D. Final Challenge
· If you are not walking in your God-given identity—due to shame, feeling abandoned, or other unhealthy ties—come forward for prayer. Choosing to walk in the identity God has for you is a sign of strength.

E. Small Group and/or Family Discussion Questions:
1. What resonated in terms of your identity? 
2. Read through the Action Steps (Learning to Live) and discuss what you are doing to live these out. 
3. What are the key identities of your family and/or life group? 

